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THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO LINCOLN 



DESIGNED BY HENRY BACON 



ONE of the matters which will be 
brought before Congress during the 
early part of the present session will be 
that of the National Memorial to Lin- 
coln to be erected in Washington, about 
which there has already been much dis- 
cussion. 

It will be recalled that in the win- 
ter of 1911 Congress appropriated 
$2,000,000 for this Memorial and ap- 
pointed a special committee to secure 
plans and designs from which a selec- 
tion might be made. On March 4th of 
that year this Committee, of which 
President Taft is Chairman, applied to 
the Commission of Fine Arts for sug- 
gestions as to the site and general char- 
acter of the design which in the opinion 
of this body of experts might be most 
appropriate. The Commission of Fine 
Arts reported on July 17th unanimously 
in favor of the site near the banks of 
the Potomac in what is now known as 
Potomac Park. 

In July Mr. Henry Bacon and Mr. 



John Russell Pope, of New York, were 
each invited to submit models and de- 
signs for the Memorial — Mr. Bacon 
for the site selected by the Park Com- 
mission and Mr. Pope for sites recom- 
mended by others. After careful con- 
sideration the Commission of Fine Arts 
reported in favor of Mr. Bacon's de- 
sign, suggesting, however, certain altera- 
tions. At the request of the Lincoln 
Memorial Commission both Mr. Bacon 
and Mr. Pope revised and resubmitted 
plans and designs. Again the opinion 
of the Commission of Fine Arts was in 
favor of Mr. Bacon's work, and on De- 
cember 4th the Memorial Commission 
announced its intention to report fav- 
orably on this plan and design. 

With Mr. Bacon's consent a copy of 
the report which he rendered to the 
Lincoln Memorial Commission is given 
herewith as well as reproductions of his 
revised design. 

The report, which is dated June 28, 
1012, is as follows: 
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THE PROPOSED LINCOLN MEMORIAL 



HENRY BACON. ARCHITECT 



VIEW OF INTERIOR KROM ENTRANCE 



tience, Intelligence, Patriotism, Devotion 
to High Ideals, and Humaneness, will 
emphasize the effect of the speeches. 

"Surrounding the walls enclosing 
these memorials of the man, is planned 
a colonnade forming a symbol of the 
Union, each column representing a State 
— thirty-six in all — one for each State 
existing at the time of Lincoln's death, 
and on the walls appearing above the 
colonnade and supported at intervals by 
eagles, are forty-eight memorial fes- 
toons, one for each State existing at the 
present time. 

"I believe this symbol representing the 
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Union surrounding the memorials of the 
man who saved the Union, will give to 
them a great significance that will 
strengthen in the hearts of beholders 
the feelings of Reverence and Honor for 
the Memory of Abraham Lincoln. 

"By means of terraces the ground at 
the site of the Lincoln Memorial will 
be raised until the floor of the memorial 
itself will be 45 feet higher than the 
present grade. First a circular terrace, 
1,000 feet in diameter is raised 11 feet 
above the present grade and on its outer 
edge will be planted four concentric 
rows of trees, leaving a plateau in the 
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center, 755 feet in diameter, which is 
greater than the length of the Capitol. 
In the center of this plateau, surrounded 
by a wide roadway and walks, will rise 
an eminence supporting a rectangular 
stone terrace wall, 14 feet high, 256 feet 
long, and 186 feet wide. On this rec- 
tangular terrace rises the marble memo- 
rial. All the foundations of the steps, 
terraces and Memorial will be built on 
concrete piling which extends down to 
the solid rock. 

r "Three steps 8 feet high form a plat- 
form under the columns. This platform 



at its base is 204 feet long and 134 feet 
wide. The colonnade is 188 feet long 
and 118 feet wide, the columns being 
44 feet high and 7 feet 5 inches in 
diameter at their base. The total height 
of the structure above the finished grade 
at the base of the terrace is 99 feet. 
The finished grade at the base of the 
terrace being 23 feet above the present 
grade, the total height of the building 
above the present grade is 122 feet. 
The outside of the Memorial Hall is 
84 feet wide and 156 feet long. 

"The colonnaded entrance to the 
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THE PROPOSED LINCOLN MEMORIAL 

SHOWING INSCRIPTION ON WALL AND SUGGESTED DECORATION- 



HENRY BACON, ARCHITECT 



Memorial Hall, which is 45 feet wide 
and 44 feet high, is equipped with slid- 
ing bronze grilles, filled with plate glass. 
These grilles during the day will be 
rolled back into the space provided in 
the walls, and will be closed at night 
for the protection of the Memorial. As 
they are mostly glass they can also be 
kept closed during the day in cold 
weather without obstructing the en- 
trance of light through the entrance, and 
a temporary bronze and glass vestibule 
can be provided in the lower portion of 
the grilles which are subdivided at the 
bottom for this purpose. 

"The central hall, where the statue 
stands, is 60 feet wide, 70 feet long, 
and 60 feet high. The halls where the 
memorials of the speeches are placed 



are 37 feet wide, 57 feet long and 60 
feet high. The interior columns are of 
the Ionic order and are 50 feet high. 

"The cost of erecting this Memorial, 
according to estimates received from a 
contractor of the highest standing in 
monumental work, the quantities being 
carefully computed, is $1,775,000. This 
estimate does not include the steps at 
the head of the lagoon, the statue of 
Lincoln, the memorials of his two 
speeches, or the architect's commission. 
With the exception of the steps, which 
are properly a part of the landscape 
gardening around the Memorial, the de- 
sign I have submitted, including the 
statue, the memorials and the architect's 
commission, can be built for the sum 
authorized by Congress. " 



